CHAPTER IV

THE EXPULSION OF THE GHALZAIS

ALL danger of attack from the Abdalis having been, for some time at
least, removed, Nadir and his army could now turn their attention to the
more formidable task of expelling the Ghalzais from Persia and placing
Tahmasp upon the throne.

In the opening chapter, it was stated that Ashrafs arrogant
bearing towards Turkey had involved him in war with that country1 ;
he was also, for a time, at war with Russia, but no really serious fighting
took place between the Ghalzais and the Russians.2 Although greatly
outnumbered by the Turks, Ashraf acquitted himself well for some time,
but he was eventually forced to acquiesce in the loss of much territory
to them. This struggle showed that, although the fighting qualities
of the Ghalzais remained unimpaired, they could not make head against
a powerful state like Turkey, which had a numerous and well-equipped
army. As has been already pointed out, Ashraf, owing to his feud with
his cousin Husain, could get no reinforcements from Qandahar.8

An innocent victim of the Turco-Afghan war was the unfortunate
ex-Shah Sultan Husain. Late in 1726, when Ahmad Pasha of Baghdad,
who was in command of the Turkish forces, was marching against Ashraf,
he sent a message to the latter that the Afghans were barbarians who were
unworthy of ruling over a civilised kingdom, and that he was coming to
place Shah Sultan Husain on the throne of Persia again. Ashraf im-
mediately sent orders to Isfahan for the ex-Shah to be beheaded and for
his head to be brought to the camp. These orders were duly carried out,
whereupon Ashraf sent the gory head to Ahmad Pasha.4

In May and June, 1729, rumours were current in Isfahan that Husain
Sultan of Qandahar was about to march against Ashraf. These rumours
were succeeded by reports that Tahmasp and Nadir, having been victorious
over the Abdalis, had begun to advance on Isfahan, Ashraf, in alarm, sent
reinforcements to the Afghan garrison in Qazvin, and then, on the I3th

1 See p. 16 above.

* Muhammad Saidal Khan made an unsuccessful attempt to wrest Gilan from the Russians

towards the close of 1728 ;  peace between Ashraf and Russia was concluded on the 24th

February, 1729.

3  See p. 16 above.

4  T.N., p. 13 and Raudatu's-Safa, Vol. VIII.     Muhammad Muhsin (Z.T., fol. 220 (a)) also

records the death of the "ex-Shah on this occasion, but he says nothing regarding the sending
of his head to Ahmad Pasha.
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